
Mark Blacklock is a doctor of the fourth dimension, speaks third-
class Japanese and was once a human cannonball. He lives in South 
London with his wife and three daughters. Mark's debut novel, I'M 
JACK, about the Yorkshire Ripper hoaxer, was published by Granta 
in June 2015.

His new novel, HINTON, based on the life of British mathemetician 
Charles Howard Hinton, was published by Granta in April 2020. 
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HINTON
2020
Granta

Howard Hinton and his family are living in Japan, escaping from a scandal. Hinton's 
obsession is his work, his voyages into mathematical pure space, into the fourth 
dimension, but also his wife and sons, each of whom are entangled in the strange 
and unknown landscapes of Hinton's science fictions.
In a bravura and startling meeting of real and philosophical elements, Mark 
Blacklock has created a ravishing period piece of late-Victorian social, scientific and 
domestic life. Hinton is about extraordinary discoveries, and terrible choices. It is 
about people who discover and map other realms, and what the implications might 
be for those of us left behind.
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I'M JACK
2015
Granta

In this provocative novel Mark Blacklock portrays the true and complex history of 
John Humble, aka Wearside Jack, the Ripper Hoaxer, a timewaster and criminal, 
sympathetic and revolting, the man hidden by a wall of words, a fiction-spinner 
worthy of textual analysis. In this remarkable work, John Humble leads the reader 
into an allusive, elusive labyrinth of interpretations, simultaneously hoodwinking and 
revealing. I'm Jack is a riveting novel about truth, lies, prison and shame. It is also a 
profound and furious love letter to Sunderland. It is a puzzle, a hoax, a multi-voice 
portrait and a virtuoso assemblage of textual elements. I'm Jack announces the 
arrival of a radically talented and innovative novelist.
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