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Susannah Wise grew up in London and the Midlands. She is the
author of two previous novels, This Fragile Earth and Okay Then
That’s Great (both published by Gollancz/Orion). Both were
longlisted for the Mslexia Award.

Susannah studied at the Faber Academy, graduating in September
2018. She has contributed to, and written articles for, newspapers
as well as being published in flash and as a poet.

She’s currently adapting A] West’'s debut novel, The Spirit Engineer, for television in association with
Canderblinks Film and Northern Ireland Screen.
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THIS Not long from now, in a recognisable yet changed London, Signy and Matthew lead

FRAGILE a dull, difficult life. They've only really stayed together for the sake of their six year
EARTH old son, Jed. But they're surviving, just about. Until the day the technology that
2021 runs their world stops working. Unable to use their phones, pay for anything, even
Gollancz open the smart door to their flat, Matthew assumes that this is just a momentary

glitch in the computers that now run the world.

But then the electricity and gas are cut off. Even the water stops running. And the
pollination drones - vital to the world, ever since the bees all died - are behaving
oddly. People are going missing. Soldiers are on the streets. London is no longer
safe. A shocking incident sends Signy and Jed on the run, desperate to flee London
and escape to the small village where Signy grew up. Determined to protect her
son, Signy will do almost anything to survive as the world falls apart around them.
But she has no idea what is waiting for them outside the city...
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